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 SYDNEY’S Martin Place siege is an outrageous criminal terrorist act. When
 the perpetrators are caught, the public cost of the crime should be passed on to
 them, and recovered in full. I imagine at this point, it is likely to be several
 millions of taxpayers’ dollars.

Australia and its otherwise peaceful Muslim community should adopt a zero-
tolerance stance on these un-Australian criminal acts and commit to rooting them out
 for good.

The Muslim community and Australian security agencies have been stellar in their
 co-operative work to remove this violent extremist element from our society. They
 deserve our praise, continued support and co-operation to ensure public safety.

Mary Jardine Clarke, Spearwood, WA

THE terrorist siege in Martin Place was always going to come — if not in this form,
 then in another, perhaps more catastrophic way. But the denialists, such as Greens
 senator Sarah Hanson-Young who tried to convince us that Tony Abbott’s
 heightened counter-terror laws were an overkill, will no doubt maintain their
 position because that’s what the trendy Left does. Hopefully, thinking Australians
 will see this as a wake-up call and give counter-terrorism the priority attention it
 deserves. We can be so lucky: this could have been a bomb attack on the Sydney
 Harbour Tunnel or in the underground railway. The worry is, what next?

John George, Terrigal, NSW

THE right-to-know crowd would probably voice their disagreement, but it is
 blatantly clear to me that there should be no live television coverage of terrorist
 events such as the one that unfolded in Sydney yesterday. The cameras that panned
 around the scene, showing some of the positions of police, and the running
 commentary would have been anticipated by any half-smart terrorist who needs to
 know what is happening outside.

We should not be giving them this kind of help. Nor should we be treating them with
 kid gloves when caught.

Norman Aisbett, Subiaco, WA

AS a former Sydneysider, I abhor the shocking siege yesterday. As I write, we do not
 know the outcome, but I would gladly forego my Christmas presents this year to pay
 for any disaffected Muslims to go and live somewhere else where they can feel more
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 at home.

It appears they deliberately picked Christmas time as it has no meaning for them. But
 why they choose to live in Australia beats me. I am sure many more Australians will
 gladly buy them one-way tickets with no chance of return. Leave Australia to those
 who love it.

Marianne Stevens, Halls Head, WA

OUTRAGE doesn’t adequately describe my reaction to the Martin Place siege. Our
 liberal democracy, which has accepted all cultures in good faith, is being slowly
 trashed by a handful of malcontents who have no respect for our values and no
 regard for the Judaeo-Christian morality that underpins the society that willingly
 embraced them. Betrayal is too soft a word, whether they are imported or
 homegrown.

Unfortunately, this must be seen as a turning point and no amount of hand-wringing
 from the Left will disguise the fact that our way of life has been compromised. The
 future is now condemned to never mirroring the peaceful past. We have no choice
 but to institute the most draconian of measures to protect all of our citizens, and that
 includes those Muslims who must dread the possible repercussions that could flow
 from the actions of renegades that care nothing for them, as they care nothing for the
 rest of us.

If we don’t act now and act in the most forceful of ways, which may include the
 suspension of traditional liberties, Martin Place will merely be a precursor to more
 of the same.

P. Reynolds, Gilmore, ACT

I AWAIT the tsunami of outrage on the streets from feminists over the revelation
 that Islamic State has issued a formal guide for the enslavement, trade and rape of
 women and female children as a matter of course, describing them as merely the
 property of men to be bought and sold. In IS-sympathetic strongholds such as in
 western Sydney, I shall expect to see loud demonstrations and banners by masses of
 chanting, fearless feminist protesters over this obscene misogynistic mentality. Our
 sensitive Labor and Greens female MPs will no doubt be leading by example.

Ian Mastin, Woodgate Beach Qld
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Shark attack teen dies
 MICHAEL MCKENNA

 A TEENAGER has died after being bitten by a shark while spear fishing over a reef in
 far north Queensland.

Prison threat hangs over Thomson
 PIA AKERMAN

 CRAIG Thomson may spend Christmas in jail after a judge ruled he had stolen
 thousands of dollars to pay for prostitutes.

Last asylum families ship out
 PAIGE TAYLOR

 THE last of the asylum-seeker families held on Christmas Island began leaving for the
 Australian mainland yesterday.

PLO in UN bid to end occupation
 THE PLO is to submit a resolution to the UN setting a two-year deadline for Israel to
 end its occupation.

Clarke in career-defining surgery 
 WAYNE SMITH

 STEVE Smith was knocked back when he requested a promotion up the batting order.
 Now the new captain can make that call himself.
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